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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to reveal the extent to which mathematics teachers (n = 81) possessed the "Specialized Content

Knowledge" (SCK) for teaching numbers and operations in elementary schools, and to identify some influencing

variables of their knowledge. The study used one of the Learning Mathematics for Teaching (LMT) measures specified

for teaching numbers and operations (A2004) which was prepared in the University of Michigan and was translated

into Arabic and validated for the Saudi context by the researchers. The results showed that many teachers did not

possess the deep knowledge that is sufficient to teach numbers and operations. Many teachers were not able to evaluate

pupils errors, they could not judge their alternative ways to solve mathematics problems. The teachers had deficiencies

in the perception and representation of many concepts of numbers and operations, although they were able to calculate

the relevant operations. The results also showed that there were no statistically significant differences between male and

female teachers in their (SCK). In addition, there was no statistical significance in the (SCK) due to years of experience

or qualification or the differences in number of training courses.
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